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The Attitudes of Foreign Students in Japan Majoring in Culture-Dependent
Learning towards Internet Connection in Their Native Language
— Thoughts on Face-to-Face Study Abroad vs. Online Study Abroad -

Akiko Kupo
Abstract

The aim of this study was to clarify the differences between studying abroad online and
studying abroad in person, and the reasons for and attitudes towards native language Internet
connection while studying abroad, for international students who learn in a culturally dependent
manner. (1) As a result, they thought that the things that were effective for studying abroad in
person were “the environment and human resources and teaching materials necessary for
learning, such as practical training, application, and lessons linked to the local environment,” and
that “you can only learn by going to the local area.” They also gave positive evaluations of the
interpersonal relationships and immediacy of the learning environment in face-to-face learning
environments at study abroad destinations, such as “senior-junior relationships”, “being able to ask
questions immediately”, “being able to interact with local people and teachers”, and “promoting
learning by outputting on a daily basis”. On the other hand, the positive aspects of online study
abroad included “suitability for learning content such as knowledge and theory”, “convenience of
being able to study anywhere”, and “low cost”. (2) Regarding native language Internet connection,
62% of the respondents thought that it was useful for reducing cultural stress. Another point to
consider is that students at N2 level felt that they were unable to speak the language of the
country they were staying in as they wished, while students at N1 level and above, and students
at N2, and student in between N3 and N2 level, felt that they were not being accepted in a
friendly way in the country they were staying in, and that this was connected to internet access
in one's native language.
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